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INTRODUCTIO
N



e COVID-19 disrupted all levels of education.

srATEMENT OI * No empirical study on its effect on WASSCE
11'IE mBLEM performance in Nigeria.

Hence, Lagos Section Research Department
investigated the influence of COVID-19 pandemic
on performance trends.




The following research questions
gulided the study:

» What were the interventions

adopted by secondary schools
during COVID-19?

» How comparable are WASSCE

performance before, during, and
after COVID-197?




METHODOLOGY

Resign Design:
Mixed-method survey: This design involved an initial phase
of collecting and analysing quantitative and qualitative
data.

Population:
» Principals, teachers, undergraduates, WASSCE statistics
(2018-2022).

Sample and Sampling Technique:
» 803 respondents (This consisted of 500 principals/ teachers and
303 undergraduates)




METHODOLOGY

Multi-stage sampling
techniques:

* Purposive sampling technique was
used to select two neighbouring
states in each of the six already
clustered geo-political zone in
Nigeria based on proximity.

* From each state selected, ten (10)

 Also, 40 undergraduates (100
level or 200 level students)
that sat WASSCE(SC) in 2020
were convenlently selected

senlior secondary schools and one based on By
tertiary institution were purposiv- ased on accessibtity ro

selected based on geographical
spread. This was to ensure wider
coverage.

* From each selected school, the
school principal was purposively
selected because of the amount of
information at their disposal, while
five (5) teachers who were involved
in online teaching and learning
during COVID-19 pandemic were
purposively selected by the
principal.

each tertiary institution in
each of the selected states.)

* Furthermore, English
Language, General
Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Literature-in-
English, Government,
Economics, Civic Education
were purposively selected
based on based on high
candidature.




METHODOLOGY

Validity
Instrument and Instrumentation » Face validity
Three instruments were used: * Content validit.y -
Reliability
Two questionnaires * (Cronbach Alpha)

» Undergraduates’ questionnaire: .78

 Teachers/principals’
guestionnaire: .82

Proforma
Sampled teachers/principals * Developed for data collection
* Peer-critiqued for quality

One proforma

Respondents:

Undergraduates
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Data Collection:

« The instruments were administered to the principals and teachers in the
selected states during the conduct of WASSCE (SC) 2023 while the research
team visited the selected tertiary institutions to administer the
undergraduates’ questionnaire.

* 63.1% retrieval rate was recorded for the undergraduates
» and 69.4% for the teachers/principals.
Data Analysis:

* For this study, the years 2018 and 2019 were summed up as the pre-
COVID period,

« 2020 was regarded as the COVID year, while 2021 and 2022 were
summed up as the post-COVID period.

« Thereafter, Percentages & thematic analysis were done.







Research Question 1:

What were the interventions
adopted by secondary schools
during COVID-19?

S/N Teachers/Principal

Students were grouped into smaller units to
attend lessons

- You tube videos were engaged

-Visual learning through projectors
- Individualized instructions

- Social media

- Concept mapping strategy was utilized

Formation of small groups in the
neighbourhood

- Facebook

- Use of WhatsApp group chat
Processing based learning

E o Teachina ctrateav

Undergraduate
Students were taught in different group not more than 30
persons in a group

Classes were organised on Zoom
Classes on Radio

Google classroom
Seeking ways to encourage broad compliance with health
guidelines during the pandemic especially among youth

Online teaching and learning with universal learning
solution

Use of WhatsApp group chat

Calling the teachers for clarification on grey areas and
sometimes having a group reading though not that
comfortable
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ow comparaotce are

candidates’ performance in
WASSCE (SC) before, during

Research Question 2: and afier COVID-19 in

Nigeria?

Candidates' Performance in WASSCE SC Before, During and After COVID 19 Pandemic
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Overall Trends

Subjects with improvement during COVID-19: English Language,
Physics, Chemistry, Literature in English and Economics

/NFL UENC E Of Subjects that declined during COVID-19: General Mathematics,

COVID-19 on Government,Civic Education.

WASSCE Post-COVID performance: Some subjects (e.g., English Language,

Literature) sustained gains, while others (Physics, Civic
PERFORMANCE

Education, Economics) struggled to return to pre-
pandemic levels.

(¥ This suggests that the pandemic had mixed effects: '

/
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Conclusion

» There 1s no doubt that the outbreak of COVID-19 brought a
symbolic change to Nigerian education system, in terms of
various avenues for teaching and learning, other than the
traditional face to face method of teaching and learning.

» Although many challenges were identified as form of
impediment to effective teaching and learning during the
pandemic, solutions were also provided to combat some of the
challenges by the concerned stakeholders.

» The findings indicated that the various avenues introduced
during the pandemic period to teach students were helpful and it
reflected in the performances of candidates that sat WASSCE
(SC) 2020 as compared to the years before and after COVID-19

pandemic.



Recommendations

Based on the findings, the following were
suggested as the way forward:

Since there are great benefits in Online/Radio /TV
learning platforms these should be further be
developed to compliment physical classes
More training should be given to teachers on ICT
and its usage in teaching and learning.

Government should ensure stable power supply.
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